THE WORLD SINCE THE WAR
CHAPTER I
THEN AND NOW
.1
IN the summer of 1914, nearly a hundred years had
elapsed since the battle of Waterloo had written the
epilogue to Trafalgar, and so brought to a close twenty
years of general European war. In 1815, Great Britain
emerged victorious from the prolonged struggle with
France for world supremacy, and the Victorian era was
about to begin. It is tempting to specukte upon what
form the progress of mankind might have taken if
France instead of Great Britain had been the victor, but
this speculation must be resisted, since the chapter of
world civilization which was opened when Napoleon
embarked for St. Helena bore the unmistakable imprint
of British ideas.
During the hundred years which elapsed between the
two great wars, Western civilization made spectacular
material progress. The prosperity which sprang from
the industrial revolution in Great Britain was spread
throughout the world by the British belief in free trade.
In all the known history of man there has never been a